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“I BELIEVE that the public journal is a public trust; That all connected with 
it are, to the full measure of their responsibility, trustees for the public; That 

acceptance of a lesser service than the public service is a betrayal of this trust.
I BELIEVE that clear thinking and clear statement,  

accuracy and fairness are fundamental to good journalism.”
— Walter Williams, founding dean, missouri school of journalism
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State View

Veterans deserve easier time acquiring benefits, care

First, let’s acknowledge that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs pro-
vides, through its extensive network 
of medical facilities, a level of care 

that not only benefits, but is appreciated by, 
thousands of veterans who seek medical 
attention. But the glaring instances when 
the system breaks down are in need of more 
than attention from lawmakers.

While conditions at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center grab the media spotlight, 
the plight of some veterans in their efforts 
to obtain medical records and successfully 
cope with mountains of red tape affect far 
more deserving individuals. Federal legisla-

tors already know the scope of the problem 
because of the daily grind of dealing with 
needs and issues that are handled by their 
staff members.

In this age of computers, it is difficult to 
understand why records can’t be processed 
almost instantaneously and delivered to 
whatever agencies make evaluations about 
providing benefits and care.

It is a shameful blot that those who serve 
our nation and suffer the consequences of 
that service are hurt the most by the treat-
ment they receive from their own govern-
ment’s bureaucrats.

— The Southeast Missourian, Cape Girardeau

National View

Minor infraction, 
major sentence

It is the biggest game in town. Not here in 
the middle of Middle America, but in Oak-
mont, Pa., just outside of Pittsburgh. We 
host the Special Olympics, the Show Me 

Games and Senior Games, but they are nothing 
compared to the biggest citizen tournament 
in the United States — the United States Golf 
Association’s 2007 Open.

I am a golf fan. When frustrated or experi-
encing writer’s block, you can find me at the 
driving range beating the heck out of a bucket 
of balls. Oh, I enjoy baseball and I played 
hockey while in college, but there is just some-
thing about golf. The fresh air, friends and col-
leagues, the sound of the driver hitting the ball 
and the ball dropping into the hole. Mr. Twain, 
you were wrong.

If you read the sports section of our other 
neighborhood paper last 
week, you know that I 
will never threaten the 
likes of Tiger, Ernie 
and Phil. I cannot shape 
a shot, my putting is 
erratic and the wind at 
the Senior Games golf 
tournament had it in for 
me, forcing three golf 
balls into the water. I 
know that my only hope 
of being inside the ropes 
at a USGA Open event 
is as a marshal, “Stand 
please. Quiet please.”

If you are not a golf 
fan, I am sorry. You are 
missing a wonderful day 
with friends and col-
leagues, fresh air, rid-
ing on one of those silly 
carts (I usually walk), 
knowing that hitting a 
golf ball straight and 
far is the second hard-
est thing to do in sports. 
Knowing that Tiger, Ernie and Phil have 
shanked a ball in the water, just like you.

The USGA Open is unique ﻿— amateurs, col-
lege players and weekend duffers, all with 
very low handicaps, competing head-to-head 
with the professionals. This does not happen in 
any other sporting event. In qualifying rounds 
around the world, hundreds of amateurs 
sought to be among the final 156 who teed off 
Thursday. I would love to see the MU Tigers 
baseball team meet the St. Louis Cardinals in 
a national championship. I would love to see a 
real World Series! Never happen.

There is an integrity, honesty and moral high 
ground in golf, as there should be for politics. 
As a volunteer PGA official for 10 years, I have 
seen golfers call infractions on themselves, 
ask for ruling assistance from competitors 
and lose tens of thousands of dollars in prize 
money for their honesty. I have never seen a 
bench-clearing brawl on the 18th green. (“I 
went to the fights last night and a hockey/base-
ball/basketball game broke out!”) Golfers are 
not ejected from a game for throwing punches 
or cussing at a rules official. They are fined 
for cussing too loud because they are angry 
with their own error when missing the easy 
four-foot putt.

In 2008, golf will be my method of choosing 
the next president of the United States. There 
is a long-standing tradition of golf in the White 
House. Half of our presidents — most great 
presidents — last century played golf, so why 
stop now?

With the elections still 17 months away, we 
have plenty of time to organize a presidential 
candidates golf tournament. It should be a 
USGA-sanctioned, 72-hole, four-day event. 
Make it a fundraiser for advancing K-12 sci-
ence and math studies. Simulcast on PBS, 
the Discovery Channel, The Golf Channel 
and CBS. Get Mike Rowe, Gary McCord, Bob 
Barker and George Stephanopoulos to nar-
rate the event. Have Arnie, Annika, Tiger and 
Fuzzy working the course. Choose a venue 
where the commoner plays the game — a 
public course — without manicured expensive 
fairways, without perfect sand traps and with-
out irrigation — but with a lot of irritation.

The USGA Rules of Golf speak of etiquette 
and integrity of the game. “The game relies 
on the integrity of the individual to show con-
sideration for other players and to abide by the 
Rules.” This is a simple criterion to choose the 
next president of the United States.

Golf will reveal the true politician, the integ-
rity, honesty and ethics. Golf is non-partisan. 
Golf is “the people’s sport.” I say “Please tee 
up your candidates and let the games begin!” 
Just one question — do any of the current chal-
lengers even play golf?

David Rosman is a business and political 
communications consultant, professional speaker and 

instructor at Columbia College. He welcomes your 
comments at ProfDave1011@netscape.net.

Next president 
must be good 
on golf courseMore and more states 

are holding adults 
criminally accountable 
for serving liquor in 

their homes to underage drink-
ers, and with good reason. Most 
teens get their alcohol from adults 
— including parents at parties 
for graduations, proms and birth-
days — and too many then drive 
away drunk, killing or maiming 
themselves or others. Parents who 
enable underage drinking, espe-
cially by young teenagers, deserve 
to be prosecuted and punished 
within reason.

What constitutes “within rea-
son”? Surely it depends partly on 
circumstances. In Virginia’s Albe-
marle County, Elisa Kelly and her 
former husband, George Robin-
son, have begun serving 27-month 
jail terms for having provided 
beer and wine at a backyard birth-
day party five years ago for Ms. 
Kelly’s son Ryan, who was 16 at 
the time. This despite the fact that 
the prosecutor originally sought 
a three-month sentence and Ms. 
Kelly and Mr. Robinson collected 
car keys from their underage 
guests so that none would leave 
the party at the wheel of a car; the 
idea was that most would spend 
the night.

Here is an example of a sentence 
so harsh that it goes far beyond 
reasonable deterrence. We do not 
for a moment suppose that Ms. 
Kelly and Mr. Robinson are blame-
less in this affair. At or before the 
party, they apparently misled or 
lied to parents who asked whether 
alcohol would be served; they 
also advised the youths who were 
drinking on techniques for cover-
ing the liquor on their breath. But 
the juvenile court judge, who orig-
inally imposed eight-year sentenc-
es, and the appeals court, which 
cut those to 27 months, seem to 
have lost any sense of proportion. 
After all, there are instances of 
far more serious crimes, even 
killings, whose perpetrators face 
less time behind bars than do Ms. 
Kelly and Mr. Robinson.

In this case, Ms. Kelly has pub-
licly expressed remorse. The trial, 
appeals process and resulting 
media coverage have exposed her 
and Mr. Robinson to embarrassing 
publicity. The Virginia Legislature 
has toughened its laws to crack 
down on adults who serve liquor to 
youths in their homes. What pos-
sible further purpose is served by 
a prison term nine times longer 
than the one originally sought by 
prosecutors?

— The Washington Post

Sometimes it takes 
just one to tango
It’s time to talk about the birds and the 

bees.
No, I don’t mean sex. You’ve 

already heard that story: Boy meets 
girl, sperm meets egg, a baby grows in 
Mommy’s tummy. That’s the way of all 
flesh. Or so you were told.

Well, you know how it is with the stories 
we tell kids. We leave a few things out of 
that birds-and-bees yarn. The truth is that 
many bees don’t have daddies. Neither do 
some birds. It’s called parthenogenesis — 
literally, virgin birth. We’re finding more 
and more animals that can reproduce this 
way, and we’re learning how to engineer 
it in others. We’re even tinkering with 
mommy-daddy procreation in humans. If 
you think sex is kinky, wait till you see the 
alternatives.

In bees, fertilized eggs become females. 
Unfertilized eggs become males. Even 
without a queen, some female honeybees 
can keep a colony going by laying eggs 
that fertilize themselves.

Birds do it, too. Up to 30 percent of 
unfertilized turkey eggs can spontane-
ously begin to develop. A 1975 U.S. govern-
ment report documented more than 50 
mature turkeys that weren’t fathered.

Lately, parthenogenesis has been veri-
fied in various snakes and lizards, extend-
ing the list to about 70 vertebrate species, 
including fish, frogs and chickens. But the 
beasts at the top of the food chain — lions, 
sharks, Komodo dragons — seemed imper-
vious.

Then, in December, Nature delivered the 
first shock: “Parthenogenesis in Komodo 
dragons.” Tests showed that seven juvenile 
dragons in European zoos were unfertil-
ized offspring, known as parthenogens, the 
journal reported.

Still, the process hadn’t been proved in 
sharks or mammals. In birds, snakes and 
most lizards, two identical sex chromo-
somes make a male. That allows parthe-
nogenesis to function as a DNA survival 
mechanism, because an isolated female 
— close your ears, kids — can produce a 
son and mate with him. But in sharks and 
mammals, this wouldn’t work, because 
two identical sex chromosomes, XX, make 

a female.
Or so we thought. Three weeks ago, Biol-

ogy Letters delivered the second surprise: 
“Virgin birth in a hammerhead shark.” A 
perfectly formed baby shark had appeared 
in a tank in Nebraska that held only 
females of her kind. Tests proved the baby, 
too, was a parthenogen.

Why hadn’t we found parthenogenesis in 
these animals before? We hadn’t looked.

For explaining everyday life — babies, 
puppies, puberty — the mommy-daddy 
story of procreation works fine. But at 
life’s edges, conventional biology, like 
conventional physics, breaks down. As you 
approach the speed of light, time slows 
and distances shrink. And as you approach 
extinction, genes find new ways to pass 
themselves on. Scientists call it “reproduc-
tive plasticity.” A shark’s got to do what a 
shark’s got to do.

Mammals are different. We have a 
mechanism called imprinting, which foils 
parthenogenesis. But we’ve also developed 
an organ that can foil imprinting: the 
human brain. A few years ago, scientists 
produced 10 mice, two of them apparently 
normal, by manipulating a couple of genes 
so that eggs could fertilize each other. The 
scientists predicted “even greater improve-
ments in the efficiency of parthenogenetic 
development in mice,” and they vowed to 
try next with pigs.

Will we try parthenogenesis in humans? 
We already have. Biotech companies are 
rushing to industrialize it, with one claim-
ing “a dominant patent position in the pro-
duction of human embryonic stem cells by 
parthenogenesis.” The stem-cell version 
of parthenogenesis can’t make babies, but 
the mouse version might be able to. Theo-
retically, it would make it possible for two 
women to create a child together — not a 
clone, but a mixture of genes from each 
parent, just like you or me.

We’re not there yet, but we’re on the 
way. Two years ago, British officials 
authorized human procreation using 
sperm, nuclear DNA from one woman, and 
mitochondrial DNA from a second woman. 
Three weeks ago, they proposed legisla-
tion that would approve the creation, for 
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To The Editor

Keep America’s 
borders safe
From Don Welter, Columbia

Illegal immigration has 
grown out of control and the 
federal government seems 
unable or unwilling to help. 

Our borders need to be secure 
to protect the homeland from 
terrorists and other enemies of 
America. Our country is held 
together by the rule of law. We 
can’t look the other way while 
millions flout the law.


