
As you know, bridge is 
full of maxims like second 
hand low, third hand high, 
and cover an honor with an 
honor. These have two big 
snags: They are not right 
all that often, and they are 
intended almost entirely for 
the defenders. But inexpe-
rienced players incorrectly 
believe that they also apply 
when they are the declarer.

This deal highlights the 
folly in thinking this way. 
You are South, in three 
no-trump. West leads his 
fourth-highest heart. How 
would you plan the play?

After West overcalled one 
heart, North made a nega-
tive double to show exactly 
four spades. (A one-spade 
response would have guar-
anteed at least a five-card 
suit.)

Note West’s opening lead. 
Against a suit contract, say 
four spades, West would 
lead the heart king (top of 
touching honors), but not 
against no-trump. Then 
West would also need the 10 
or jack to lead the king.

South, remembering 
second hand low, called for 
dummy’s heart six and cap-
tured East’s eight with his 
nine. (Ducking would not 
have helped if East found 
a club shift.) Declarer 
cashed his spade queen, 
played a spade to dummy’s 
king, then ran the diamond 

eight. West won with his 
queen and returned the 
heart king. South took that 
trick and played another 
diamond, but West won and 
cashed three heart tricks 
for down one.

Now suppose declarer 
plays dummy’s heart 10 
at trick one. He holds the 
trick and takes a diamond 
finesse. West may win with 
his queen and persevere 
with the heart king, but 
South’s nine becomes a 
third stopper in the suit and 
the contract makes.
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Maybe you’ve heard the 
phrase “party till the cows 
come home.”

But what happens if the 
cows won’t come home?

In this case, a yearling heifer was 
AWOL. Mostly angus and all Houdini.

Now before you roll your eyes and say 
this has nothing to do with you, I would 
argue that we all have some kind of 
cows, even if they don’t have four legs, a 
tail or moo.

In this story of 
the hairy escape 
artist, she was 
supposed to be 
grazing with five 
other heifers in the 
front pasture of 
my parents’ farm. 
But over the past 
several months, 
No. 6 exploited 
every weakness in 
the fencing to find a way out again and 
again and again. 

Dad knew it was the same escapee 
because she has a white patch on her 
black belly. The behavior was also the 
same. She usually slipped out by herself, 
stayed by the fence where the others 
were and when Pop opened the gate, she 
trotted back into the pen.

Six weeks ago, a motorist stopped by 
at suppertime to ask if the cattle graz-
ing along the road were his.

Indeed they were. Heifer No. 6 had 
taken the direct approach, stomped 
down the fence and taken a fieldmate 
with her. There they were, munching 

grass along the busy two-lane highway.
Mom, Dad, my 13-year-old nephew 

and his friend drove the two back into 
the pasture. With the fence damaged, 
Dad decided to move all six to the barn, 
where the rest of the cattle were. Five 
trotted through the gate toward the 
barn. No. 6 refused to leave the pasture.

After chasing her around the field for 
two hours, Pop said enough was enough. 
“We’ll get her in the morning,” he said 
and shut the gate.

But in the morning, she was gone. She 
wasn’t lurking near the other cattle. She 
wasn’t skulking in the woods. She wasn’t 
munching grass by the road. She had 
vanished.

Dad alerted the sheriff and called the 
neighbors he knew. No one had seen No. 
6.

There were many sleepless nights 
of worry — about where she might go, 
whether she might cause an accident on 
the road, whether she might cause dam-
age elsewhere. 

Four weeks passed and there was still 
no sign of her. Then a nearby farmer 
did a nose count of his herd and found 
an extra heifer. It was the runaway.

The funny thing is that his pasture 
was fenced in with one lousy strand 
of electrified wire only 2 feet off the 
ground. No. 6 could easily step in and 
out of the field anytime she wanted to. 
She apparently didn’t want to. There 
was an angus bull in the herd.

The farmer called back to say he tried 
to separate No. 6 so Dad could come get 
her. She jumped a 4-foot gate and ran 
back to the others in the herd.

“She’s feisty,” the farmer told my 
mother on the phone.

“We know.”
But he wanted to know if Dad was 

willing to sell her.
Mom said she’d ask.
She left a note for my father saying 

she thought selling the heifer was a 
splendid idea. If we bring her home, she 
wrote, you know we’ll be chasing her as 
long as she’s here.

Pop called back and said, “Make me 
an offer.”

The cows we all have are our respon-
sibilities — our jobs, projects and other 
obligations we take on or think we have 
to take on. Sometimes we can keep them 
organized and in their pens. But some-
times we leave the gate open or our 
fences fall apart, and the cows get out, 
causing problems for us, our family and 
our friends.

That’s when we have that feeling 
that we’re always running to catch up 
because we’re trying to corral our cows. 
Or we have the feeling that we’re being 
chased because our cows are trying to 
run us down.

The secret is to have the right cows 
and a manageable number of them. 
Easier said than done, but it’s true. 

We also have to recognize when we 
have the feisty cow that wants to be in 
someone else’s herd. We can spend our 
lives chasing it every time it escapes, or 
we can help it find a happy home.

And if we’re very lucky, someone will 
offer to buy it.

Mary Lawrence teaches editing at the 
Missouri School of Journalism.

Lessons learned from a cantankerous cow

Most rules are  
for the defenders
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your birthday today: All 
of your good work may not have 
paid off, but in the year ahead 
an unusual chain of events could 
bring you the recognition you 
deserve. It won’t be luck alone 
that gets you what you want; it 
will be talent and ability.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
— You could derive some type of 
unexpected windfall from a least-
expected source. Be on your toes, 
so if something pops up, you can 
take advantage of it. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) —  
Don’t be reluctant to discard an 
old, outdated program you’ve 
been pursuing for another that’s 
more progressive and innovated. 
New ideas you implement have 
excellent chances for success.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — A quick 
decision, as well as prompt action 
on your part, will be required to 
deal with a unique opportunity. 
You’ll succeed if you’re up to 
making a snap decision.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — A 
suggestion from a friend to do 
something different socially is 
apt to be unusual, but don’t reject 
it on that basis. It’s just what you 
need to get out of a rut.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — 
Tomorrow may offer some unique 
possibilities for advancing your 
important interests both socially 
and work related. Don’t let a new 
opportunity slip through your 
fingers.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — 
By adding a little imagination or 
creative twist to something that 
has been standard procedure, you 
could liven things up now in ways 
that might light a fire under you 
and others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
— Even if all you have to work 
with is someone else’s castoffs, you 
have enough imagination to trans-
form them into works of art that’ll 
brighten your surroundings.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
— Instead of succumbing to con-
straints, they’re likely to heighten 
your resourcefulness and facul-
ties and break out from their hold 
on you. You’ll find the edge you’ve 
been looking for.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) —  
This could be the day you’ve been 
looking for to present your ideas 
to the powers that be. There’s a 
good chance they will like them 
and benefits will follow.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) — A 
chance meeting with someone 
you’d least expect to run across 
could prove to be quite eventful 
for you. You and he or she could 
find out how alike you are, and a 
fun relationship could develop.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
— Like a flick of a light switch, 
starting things could move your 
objectives off dead center for 
something you haven’t been able 
to budge one inch. Try to keep up 
as best as you can.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — A 
good friend who has an active 
imagination could be a good influ-
ence on you and your thinking. 
Stale, uninspiring concepts you’ve 
held could be replaced with fresh, 
exciting ideas. 
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ANSWER to 
Friday’s puzzle

www.sudoku.com

HOW DO YOU SUDOKU?
n Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and 

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. 
n There’s no math involved. The grid has numbers, but 

nothing has to add up to anything else. You solve the 
puzzle with reasoning and logic.

n Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 minutes, 
depending on your skill and experience.

RATING: Easy

Thisweekin history
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On June 17, 1856, the Republican 
Party opened its first nominating  
convention in Philadelphia. It chose  
John C. Fremont to be its presi-
dential candidate. Fremont lost the 
election to James Buchanan.

On June 18, 1815, Napoleon 
Bonaparte met his Waterloo as 
British and Prussian troops defeat-
ed the French in Belgium.

On June 19, 1953, Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, convicted of conspir-
ing to pass U.S. atomic secrets to 
the Soviet Union, were executed at 
Sing Sing Prison in Ossining, N.Y.

On June 20, 1893, a jury in New 
Bedford, Mass., found Lizzie Bor-
den innocent of the ax murders of 
her father and stepmother.

On June 21, 1788, the United 
States Constitution went into 
effect as New Hampshire became 
the ninth state to ratify it.

On June 22, 1940, during World 
War II, Adolf Hitler gained a stun-
ning victory as France was forced 
to sign an armistice eight days 
after German forces overran 
Paris.


