
A confession: 
These last 
few weeks, 
while I’ve 

been chiding the leg-
islature and advising 
the curators, to no 
appreciable effect 
in either case, I’ve 
been doing it from a 
safe distance. Well, 
maybe not a safe 
distance, but a considerable distance. 
Thanks to the wonders of the Internet, 
I can keep up with Columbia from 
my temporary home in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.

I’m down here teaching a course to a 
handful of adventurous MU journalism 
students and learning what I can about 
the country. I didn’t know much when 
I got here a little over a month ago. 
If, like me, you get most of what you 
know about the rest of the world from 
the news, you probably don’t know that 
much either.

A quick search of the Missourian’s 
electronic archives shows that the 
most recent story we published that 
did more than mention Argentina in 
passing was a feature last September 
that recounted how my J-School col-
league Byron Scott was inspired to 
introduce the tango to a Columbia pro-
duction of “Macbeth” by his sojourn 
here just a year ago. Sadly, I lack both 
Scotty’s thespian skills and his ear for 
music.

Even the New York Times, my sec-
ond-favorite source, largely ignores 
Argentina, except when Hugo Chavez 
comes in from Venezuela with a fresh 
load of anti-Americanism. That last 
happened a few months ago, when Pres-
ident Bush was visiting across the river 
in Uruguay.

Those of us who lead with our bel-
lies think of Argentina for its red meat 
and red wine, both of which, I’m happy 
to report, live up to expectations. The 
farmers of my acquaintance are occa-
sionally inclined to worry about the 

impact of Argentina’s huge exports of 
soybeans. (They’ll be sorry to know 
that a record harvest is nearly com-
plete, with prices at all-time highs and 
the biodiesel makers and the Chinese in 
competition for the crop.)

And, of course, who can forget 
Madonna as Eva (Evita) Perón, singing 
her poignant farewell from the balcony 
of the presidential palace? The real 
Evita is still widely revered here. These 
days, you can only view that balcony 
through a high security fence, made 
necessary by the frequent protest ral-
lies that fill the Plaza de Mayo, just as 
in Perón’s time.

Argentine politics is interesting, even 

for a semi-literate foreigner. Ours isn’t 
the only country where the leading 
presidential candidate is a presidential 
spouse, currently a senator. The dif-
ference is that Christina Kirchner’s 
husband is the current president, who 
the polls show as a heavy favorite for 
re-election but who seems inclined to 
hand off to his wife.

Another difference is that, down in 
the southern province from which the 
Kirchners come, the residents refer to 
themselves as “penguins.” So President 
Kirchner, who doesn’t like the press 
any more than our president does, likes 
to tease inquiring reporters by promis-
ing that the candidate will be either 
a “penguino” or a “penguina.” That’s 
probably funnier when he says it.

In other news, ski season is ready to 
open. There’s so much snow that the 
highway passes across the Andes to 
Chile are closed, stranding hundreds of 
truckers.

That’s your Buenos Aires report for 
this week. Stay tuned.

Don’t cry for me, Columbia; I’m in Argentina
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About that bolt of lightning that 
missed Rudy Giuliani last 
week: Frankly, Rudy would not 
have been my first choice for 

divine retribution on that Republican 
stage. Was the crackle — which stopped 
the former New York mayor from fully 
responding to a Rhode Island bishop’s 
highly personal criticism of his pro-
choice views — really meant for him? 
One doubts it. Messages from above 
tend to get delivered.

Giuliani laughed it off, and that is 
the political message. Like Giuliani, 
many Catholics say they personally 
oppose abortion but don’t want to out-
law it. Poll after poll, test case after 
test case, confirms this.

Nonetheless, the political media still 
get very excited whenever church 
authorities single out pro-choice Cath-
olic candidates for special scorn. In 
the 2004 presidential election, 
12 bishops called for denying 
communion to John Kerry, a 
Catholic and pro-choice Demo-
crat.

Of the nine Republican 
presidential candidates gath-
ered under New Hampshire’s 
unsettled skies, only Giuliani 
was asked to explain himself 
on abortion. 

CNN’s Wolf Blitzer referred 
to an article by Bishop Thomas Tobin 
in the Rhode Island Catholic that 
compared America’s Mayor to Pontius 
Pilate. 

Tobin wrote, “I can just hear Pilate 
saying, ‘You know, I’m personally 
opposed to crucifixion but I don’t want 
to impose my belief on others.’”

Does the church leaders’ censure 
deprive these candidates of many 
Catholic votes? History suggests it 
does not — and for examples, one 
needs look no further than Tobin’s own 
state.

Rhode Island has the highest per-
centage of Catholics in the nation, 
which is why anti-abortion forces 
chose it in 1986 to probe public feel-
ings on the issue. They sponsored a 
referendum that would have banned 
nearly all abortions in Rhode Island 
if the Supreme Court overturned Roe 
v. Wade, the 1973 decision guarantee-
ing the right to end a pregnancy. The 

voters rejected it 65 percent to 35 per-
cent. 

Two decades later, a SurveyUSA poll 
suggests these attitudes have barely 
budged, with 63 percent of Rhode 
Islanders identifying themselves as 
“pro-choice” and 32 percent as “pro-
life.”

Republicans have long assumed that 
their supposedly “pro-life” 
positions would permanently 
peel away Catholics, especially 
white Catholics, from their 
Democratic traditions. But as 
noted, many Catholics don’t 
fret that much over abortion 
and may care more about 
workers’ rights, the environ-
ment and social programs.

Though Republicans have 
made significant inroads into 
this group, Catholics have 

clearly not bought a one-way ticket 
into their base. That was demonstrated 
in the 2006 congressional races, when 
55 percent of Catholics supported 
Democrats. White Catholics, mean-
while, proved to be true swing voters, 
with 50 percent backing Democrats 
and 49 percent Republicans.

Giuliani’s stance on abortion was 
supposed to hurt him in the Bible Belt, 
but even there he’s doing far better 
than anyone would have imagined. 
Recent polls in conservative South 
Carolina show Giuliani tied with Ari-
zona Sen. John McCain, a staunch 
abortion foe.

So it seems odd that Wolf Blitzer 
didn’t ask the other candidates about 
their out-of-the-mainstream views on 
abortion. Perhaps the lightning was 
aimed at him. Only kidding, Wolf.

— Creators Syndicate 

Why is Giuliani singled out 
for questions on abortion?

Like Giuliani, many Catholics 
say they personally oppose 
abortion but don’t want to 

outlaw it. Poll after poll, test 
case after test case, confirms 

this.

Government looks the other way 
while banks rob their customers

If you rob a bank, you’re looking 
at doing 20 years hard time. But 
what if a bank robs you?

Ah, that’s an entirely different 
deal. Unlike you, national banks that do 
wrong generally don’t fear the cop on 
the beat. Why not? Because the cop’s 
salary is paid by the banks.

Most of the Big Boys of the banking 
world operate under national charters 

rather than 
state, and all 
national banks 
are regulated by 
the little-known 

Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency. Even less known is the fact that 
the federal office does not go through 
the congressional appropriations pro-
cess for its multi-million dollar budget. 
Instead, it’s financed almost exclusive-
ly by the banks it regulates — indeed, 
70 percent of its funds come from the 
very largest banks.

As pointed out by Robert Morgen-
thau, the venerable district attorney 
of Manhattan, these annual payments 
from the banks amount to protec-
tion money, because the Office of the 
Comptroller “has shown itself to be 
a timid regulator, even in the face of 
flagrant wrongdoing.” Morgenthau 
notes that when such banking outfits 

as Bank of America, Riggs and Wells 
Fargo have been caught breaking our 
country’s money laundering laws, the 
Comptroller’s office was more than 
lenient — it took no formal enforce-
ment action at all.

Worse, the banking cop has aided 
bank larceny, going to court to stop 
states and cities from banning certain 
ATM fees and check-cashing fees. In 
essence, the big banks are paying their 
cop to assist them in robbing you.

In 2003, the Office of the Comptrol-
ler provided an extraordinary favor for 
national banks by decreeing that their 
subsidiaries are exempt from regula-
tion by state banking authorities. Thus, 
if a branch of a national bank does you 
wrong, your state officials can’t help 
you. Your only recourse is to the Comp-
troller’s office — which the banks own.

And bankers wonder why no one 
loves them.
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If a branch of a national bank 
does you wrong, your state 

officials can’t help you.


