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“I BELIEVE that the public journal is a public trust; That all connected with 
it are, to the full measure of their responsibility, trustees for the public; That 

acceptance of a lesser service than the public service is a betrayal of this trust.
I BELIEVE that clear thinking and clear statement,  

accuracy and fairness are fundamental to good journalism.”
— Walter Williams, founding dean, missouri school of journalism
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State View

English as official government language would unify 

Language is the common denominator 
in unifying us as a country.

Identifying English as such is the 
goal of an increasingly popular move-

ment to make English the official or common 
language among states. Thirty states have 
adopted legislation or constitutional amend-
ments or have had court decisions that speci-
fy English as such.

Missouri and Kansas took steps in the last 
legislative session to make English the offi-
cial language of government.

A House-passed plan would submit a 
constitutional amendment to Missouri vot-
ers, perhaps in the 2008 general election, to 

require that English will be the language of 
all official proceedings, such as meetings 
under the state’s Sunshine Law.

 In May, Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebel-
ius signed legislation into law that makes 
English the state’s official language. State 
agencies would not be required to provide 
documents or conduct business in languages 
other than English.

Assimilation can take time. But having a 
common language can speed up the process. 
A single, common language helps to bring 
everything together, unifying rather than 
dividing.

— The Joplin Globe

To the Editor

Hold Bush 
accountable for 
ideas that fell short
From Louis J. Anesi, Centralia

Two more of President 
Bush’s ideas don’t seem to 
be working. 

First, his sending more 
troops to Iraq, thinking it would 
stop the violence. Instead it has 
only increased the death toll, 
which is now over 3,500, by giving 
more targets for the insurgents. 
If we can’t even secure Baghdad, 
how are we going to secure the 
rest of the country? 

Second, Bush said by keeping 
troops in Iraq we up our fight on 
terrorism in Iraq. Instead, he has 
spread hate and violence to our 
country, as well as other parts of 
the world; as the planned attack on 
the Kennedy Airport has shown. 
Bush’s actions may be even turn-
ing the moderate Muslim against 
us, as violence breeds more vio-
lence. 

Another alarming event was the 
government report that millions 
of dollars of oil are disappearing 
every day in Iraq. Many feel that 
the main reason we’re in Iraq is to 
protect our oil supply. Why is our 
president allowing this to happen? 
Is he trying to keep the oil price 
up for his rich oil friends? Could 
this oil be going to fuel terrorism? 
Why should our troops trade their 
blood for oil only to have it disap-
pear?  

We must demand answers from 
Bush and hold accountable his sup-
porters when they are up for re-
election! With the killing of hun-
dreds of thousands of civilians in 
Iraq, the torture of prisoners and 
displacement of millions, we will 
be feeling pay-backs while Bush is 
out of the office and in his bomb 
shelter at his Texas ranch leaving 
us to pay for his mistakes. 

Instead of trying to bring 
democracy to Iraq, he should be 
trying to improve our own, and 
thereby setting an example for 
the world. We no longer have a 
government of democratic aspira-
tions, but one of corporate plu-
tocracy, and the world sees us as 
hypocritical, trying to force our 
form of government and immoral 
way of life on them.

what do 
you think?
We welcome your 

comments and letters.
Write us:

Letter to Editor, P.O. Box 917
Columbia, MO 65205

SEND E-MAIL TO:
editor@columbiamissourian.com

Fax: 573-882-5702
Call: 573-882-5720

or call: 573-882-5734

We reserve the right to trim your 
submissions because of space.

Doonesbury  By Garry trudeau

Murdoch: Fox on the hunt
Loory: Rupert Murdoch is an inter-

national media baron who owns 
newspapers, television and cable out-
lets, Internet platforms, magazines, 

movie studios and book publishers in Aus-
tralia, Asia, Europe and the United States. 
One morning in April, the 76-year-old media 
baron sat down to breakfast with Richard 
Zannino, chief executive officer of Dow 
Jones, and told Zannino he would pay $5 bil-
lion to buy the information empire Zannino 
controls. 

A relatively unknown American family 
named Bancroft owns 52 percent of the 
Dow Jones stock. That family immedi-
ately turned down Murdoch’s 
offer, feeling that Murdoch 
would use the (Wall Street) 
Journal’s important voice 
to advance his own business and political 
interests. Murdoch has a history of doing 
just that. Murdoch started a campaign to 
convince the Bancrofts that he would do 
nothing to influence its editorial policies or 
news coverage.

The talk turned the Bancrofts around and 
they are now negotiating with Murdoch to 
create an organization in which Murdoch, 
as owner of Dow Jones, would have practi-
cally no say over who runs the newspaper. 
But even if Murdoch agrees to these condi-
tions, will he follow them? It seems as if the 
negotiation is coming to a head and there 
may be an announcement shortly. How will 
it work out?

Louis Hau, media writer, Forbes.com, 
New York: Most believe that the Bancroft 
family’s concerns about maintaining some 
sort of editorial and operational indepen-
dence for the Journal notwithstanding, 
Murdoch will prevail. The smart money is 
on him.

Loory: What kind of assurance will the 
Bancrofts get that Murdoch will not be 
manipulative and will stand behind the edi-
torial staff on the Journal?

Hau: The Bancrofts would like to have 
an independent committee responsible for 
hiring top editors at the Journal. They are 
also reportedly looking for operational inde-
pendence for the paper by making the pub-
lisher independent. That would be a rather 
extraordinary concession by Murdoch and 
makes one wonder if Murdoch would want 
to acquire Dow Jones, only to have someone 
else run the Journal.

Loory: Murdoch’s record as an owner in 

London isn’t very good on this, is it?
Stephen Brook, press correspon-

dent, Media Guardian, London, Eng-
land: In London, Murdoch says who the 
top editors are for newspapers such as The 
Times. However, he has never directed 
The Times’ editor, Robert Thompson, who 
advised him on this Wall Street Journal 
play. Murdoch never orders Thompson to 
carry out his instructions, but Murdoch’s 
editors know his thoughts and preferences, 
and they are very pleased to bend over 
backward to please him.

Loory: Doesn’t Murdoch want the Jour-
nal not only because it is perhaps the best 

newspaper of its kind in the 
world, but also because he is 
putting together a financial 
television network and he 

needs the Journal’s output to give that some 
credibility?

Hau: That’s right. Murdoch is looking to 
launch the Fox Business Channel later this 
year, which would compete directly with 
CNBC. Acquiring Dow Jones and all of its 
prestigious media properties like the Jour-
nal and the Dow Jones news wires would 
lend a great level of credibility to the Fox 
Business Channel.

Loory: Will Murdoch live up to an agree-
ment that he makes with the Bancrofts?

Denis Cryle, professor, Central 
Queensland University, Queensland, 
Australia: In Australia, Murdoch pro-
ceeded fairly quickly to dismantle the board 
of The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd., after 
initially making the kind of overtures that 
he is making to the Bancroft family now. He 
can be very seductive, but he certainly has 
the capacity to move in fairly quickly once 
he is given keys to the gate. Trepidation 
about his move to buy the Journal is under-
standable.

Loory: Why does Murdoch seem to have 
more of a financial interest in the U.S. than 
in Australia or elsewhere?

Hau: The U.S. is the biggest media market 
in the world and that is clearly one of the 
factors in Murdoch’s interest in the Journal. 
How he runs the Journal if he succeeds will 
be fascinating to watch. In financial jour-
nalism, even more than in other kinds of 
journalism, if people think you’re not deal-
ing in absolute objective facts, your cred-
ibility is shot. So, there are a lot of concerns 
about what Murdoch’s stewardship of Dow 
Jones might mean for the Journal editori-

ally.
Brook: Part of Murdoch’s motivation for 

wanting to own the Journal is that he is both 
a businessman and a newspaperman. The 
Wall Street Journal represents the best type 
of financial media in the world that makes a 
vast amount of money. It is more successful 
than traditional general interest newspapers 
because it can charge for business news 
on the Internet, by news wires or Reuters. 
Murdoch is interested because in this era 
of convergence when many newspapers are 
struggling to make their Web sites profit-
able, the Journal can charge its Internet 
subscribers a fee that very few newspapers 
can.

Loory: What is the situation for Murdoch 
in his home country of Australia today?

Cryle: Murdoch’s strength in Australia 
is still as a newspaper man. He has indi-
cated interest in one of the very significant 
newspaper groups, Fairfax Media, which is 
highly regarded and has a strong history of 
financial journalism. 

Interestingly, he is also looking at The 
Australian Financial Review, which is the 
only Australian paper that could be com-
pared to The Wall Street Journal. With Mur-
doch, one has to think big. It’s not impos-
sible that The Wall Street Journal issue is in 
some way related to The Australian Finan-
cial Review.

Loory: Murdoch is known as a great 
political conservative, yet in London doesn’t 
he have a good relationship with Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair?

Brook: He has a very good relationship 
with Blair, who is a member of the left wing 
Labor Party. Murdoch is socially conserva-
tive, but he likes winners and likes to have 
good relationships with the people running 
the country. In Australia, he had good rela-
tions with the Labor government when it 
was in power for the same reasons. He is 
willing to support administrations that don’t 
line up with his core political beliefs in the 
hope that it gets him a seat at the table and 
the ear of government.

Loory: The financial uncertainty of the 
American newspaper business can eas-
ily have an unwelcome impact around the 
world. To use it for personal reasons, as it 
was in the heyday of the yellow press in this 
country, would certainly be dangerous.

Producers of Global Journalist are MU journalism 
graduate students John Amick, Devin Benton, Hyun-jin 

Seo and Catherine Wolf.
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The federal government is temporarily 
suspending its new travel restriction 
that has required citizens flying to and 
from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean 

and Bermuda to show passports. The Bush 
administration announced June 8 that until 
the end of September travelers will be allowed 
to re-enter the U.S. with a State Department 
receipt showing they’ve applied for a passport.

Public outrage caused the administration 
to blink on this ill-considered post-Sept. 11 
security requirement. The State Department 
simply was not ready to process the flood of 
passport applications. The backlog of applica-
tions reportedly numbers in the millions. New 
applicants are being told they’ll have to wait 14 
or more weeks.

For some citizens, though, the relief came 
too late. Jana Beilstein of Spokane told the Los 
Angeles Times that she was forced to cancel a 
$4,000 cruise.

Indeed, a little foresight on the part of the 
government probably could have saved Beil-
stein and any number of others a consider-
able amount of money. But nothing less than 
a permanent suspension of this passport rule 
can head off the greater economic costs that 
will begin to accrue when the passports are 
required for land and sea border crossings.

— The Daily News (Longview, Wash.)

National Views

Government not ready 
for passport demand

Co-ops invest in 
more than coal
From Jim McCarty, Association 
of Missouri Electric Cooperatives, 
Jefferson City

I am surprised the Missourian 
would publish the June 4 
National View editorial from 
The Washington Post criti-

cizing the Rural Utility Service, 
which makes loans to electric 
cooperatives, without first check-
ing the facts. The editorial claims: 
“with coal abundant and cheap, 
and without the tax incentives 
that are given to other utilities, 
such co-ops have little incentive to 
invest in alternative forms of ener-
gy.” That’s just not true. Electric 
cooperatives in Missouri made 
possible the state’s only wind 
energy projects when they agreed 
to buy the output and made the 
necessary connections to the grid 
that will move this power to where 
it’s needed. The Missourian has 
featured these projects in the past. 
Columbia residents will also ben-
efit from the power produced at 
these sites. The issue isn’t whether 
or not electric cooperatives will 
act to reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions. The real issue is how can 
this be done with as little pain to 
consumers and the economy as 
possible.


