
When an opponent opens 
one heart and you imme-
diately make a two-heart 
overcall, that is a Michaels 
Cue-Bid, showing five 
spades and a five-card 
minor.

But suppose the opening 
bid is a weak two hearts. 
What does a three-heart 
cue-bid mean?

It could be Michaels, but 
it is preferable to use the 
three-level cue-bid to ask 
partner to bid three no-
trump with a stopper in the 
opener’s suit. You have a 
long, solid minor and some 
expectation of running nine 
quick tricks. With a strong 
Michaels two-suited hand, 
jump to four of your minor, 
which is forcing (unless 
partner has a real misfit-
ting dog).

In this example deal, 
North uses Leaping 
Michaels, showing a power-
ful spade-diamond two-suit-
er. South, with an excellent 
fit for those suits, jumps to 
five spades to say that he 
wants to be in slam unless 
North also has two fast 
heart losers.

Against six spades, West 
leads the heart ace and con-
tinues with a low heart.

Since you know East is 
now out of hearts, you must 
ruff with dummy’s spade 
queen.

Next, count to 12. You 
have five diamond tricks 

and the club ace on the 
side. So you need six trump 
tricks. This requires two 
heart ruffs in the dummy, 
which will be no problem 
if the missing spades are 
splitting 2-2 or 3-1, but what 
if they are 4-0?

The correct play is a 
spade to your jack (or 
ace) at trick three. If both 
opponents follow suit, draw 
trumps and claim. But when 
West discards, ruff a heart 
with dummy’s spade king, 
finesse East out of his spade 
10, and run for home.
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So I was scampering from job to 
job on Monday, trying to figure 
out which tasks that were hang-
ing fire should be extinguished 

first, when a cheery e-mail came 
through:

OK, Mary ... the Dave & Cheri road 
show is getting ready to commence 
forthwith ... Prepare to pay for all the 
evil you have perpetrated upon the 
world, as we threaten to make an 
appearance in your 
neck of the woods 
in the not too dis-
tant future.

Holy cats! Com-
pany’s coming, and 
I’ve got to shovel 
out the house!

Now, I’m eager to 
see these two. It’s 
been 20 years. We 
worked together at 
Stars and Stripes in 
West Germany. President Reagan was 
frustrating the Soviets with Star Wars. 
Russians had trained their missiles on 
the West. Nothing like today. Ha, ha, ha.

Anyway, months ago, Dave tracked 
me down at Mizzou, we swapped e-
mails, discussed getting together in 
June and I said sure, knowing I had 
plenty of time to get my house in order.

Dag.
Perhaps it’s time to point out that the 

last time anyone stayed at my house was 
during the first term of the Bush admin-
istration. The second Bush, to be sure, but 
I’d say it was a good four years ago. Colin 
Powell was definitely secretary of state.

The point is, I don’t entertain much. 
I generally go to other states to visit 
people. They generally haven’t followed 
me back here. Nothing against Mis-
souri. It’s just been the way things have 
worked out.

My friends are bringing their trailer 
and will be parking it in my yard. I 
suppose they would find it suspicious if 
we all just camped out there together. 
I mean they probably would expect to 
look inside the house, don’t you think?

It’s not that I can’t bring order to the 
clutter in time — and clutter is the main 
problem. But I’m working against the 
clock here. This home wasn’t filled in a 
day.

To make matters more interesting, I 
have Attention Deficit Disorder. This 
was only recently diagnosed, but it helps 
explain why being neat and orderly is 
not second nature to me. Or third. Or 
even 132nd.

I found a great book, “ADD-Friendly 
Ways to Organize Your Life” by Judith 
Kolberg and Kathleen Nadeau, Ph.D. 
One of the things they point out is that, 
like many adults with ADD, I am an 
“OosOom” — an out of sight, out of mind 
person. I’ll leave things out that I’m work-
ing on or that I need to get to because if I 
don’t see them, I’ll forget them.

They have solutions. Have a basket by 
the door exclusively for things that need 
to go to work that day or that are needed 
for errands. Put a basket in the front 
seat of your car exclusively for those 
items. As for other items in your house, 
store them in attractive see-through 
containers.

But the bigger clutter problem is 
“individuals with ADD tend to bring 
things into their environment on a daily 
basis — mail, newspapers, groceries, 
other purchases — never taking the 
time to find an appropriate place to 
keep them and rarely taking the time to 
discard those items that are ‘just pass-
ing through.’” Yup. A lot more paper 
comes into this house than goes out.

And if you have ADD, you can easily 
be distracted from the task of organiz-
ing the mess. You can hyperfocus on 
one little part of it that doesn’t matter, 
while nothing much gets done. Or you 
can walk away discouraged and do 
something fun, always a popular choice.

Kolberg and Nadeau say “different lev-
els of focus are appropriate for different 
problems or goals.” If company’s coming 
in an hour, go for macro-focus. Bag up 
clutter in trash bags. Label each bag and 
put it in the garage or the basement.

If you have more time, go around 
the house gathering misplaced items 
in a laundry basket. Restock the items 
where they belong.

If you go for detail focus, you work in 
a single room or a single area.

And you rarely want to go into micro-
focus. If you find yourself slipping into 
that, you need to remind yourself, you 
don’t have that kind of time.

If I just follow this advice, I’ll be 
ready for Dave and Cheri, I think. No, 
I’m certain I will. Otherwise, I’m going 
to need to explain why I’m living in that 
pup tent.

Mary Lawrence teaches editing at the 
Missouri School of Journalism.

Out of sight, out of ... what was I saying?

We get wild 
with a crazy leap
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your birthday today: You 
may be able to start to piece to- 
gether many bits of information 
you’ve garnered in the past in 
order to do something big with it. 
The more you’ve prepared your-
self, the larger your yield.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) —  
Tasks you undertake might yield 
more outstanding results than 
normal. Do not put off until an- 
other day what you can do now. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Be- 
cause you see the positive side of 
everything, you’ll create your own 
good fortune. It’ll be a winning 
formula for bringing much happi-
ness in your life.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — 
Dame Fortune will be equipped to 
help you come up with some con-
structive budget stretchers. She’ll 
bring you much good luck, but to 
get it all you’ll have to implement 
her offerings.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Your 
excellent leadership qualities will 
be put into play in several situa-
tions that will prove to be fortu-
nate. One in particular could have 
to do with a social situation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) —  
Anything that has to do with fur-
thering your financial position is 
likely to turn out quite well for 
you, even those situations that 
may not yield a profit or return 
until a later date.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
— Your hopeful, positive outlook 
on things will yield much more 
than promising expectations. You 
could benefit in two ways from 
a personal matter that is very 
important to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
— All the nice things you do for 
others will win you the respect of 
your friends and family. What’s 
more admirable is that you’ll do 
so in ways that do not call atten-
tion to yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) —  
Others will look to you for opin-
ions and thoughts on current hap-
penings. They’ll realize that your 
optimistic outlook will help them 
to see the promising things they 
can take advantage of.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) —  
Do not be afraid to think in 
larger terms, especially if you’re 
involved in some kind of joint 
effort. It’s a propitious day for 
expanding benefits from an enter-
prise that could be large.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —  
Your judgment calls are likely 
to be good ones for two reasons. 
Your reasoning abilities are excel-
lent, but more importantly, a for-
tunate occurrence will steer your 
luck in the right direction.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) —  
Rewards for a job well done 
will be much higher than usual, 
whether the task involves a per-
sonal project or one you are hired 
to do. The quality of your work 
will be the catalyst.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —  
A fortunate day may be in the 
making for you in the romance 
department. The unattached 
could meet someone to like, while 
those spoken for may share some 
special moments together. 

SudokuPuzzle

ANSWER to 
Friday’s puzzle

www.sudoku.com

HOW DO YOU SUDOKU?
n Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and 

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. 
n There’s no math involved. The grid has numbers, but 

nothing has to add up to anything else. You solve the 
puzzle with reasoning and logic.

n Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 minutes, 
depending on your skill and experience.

RATING: Very easy

Thisweekin history

Mary
Lawrence

On June 23, 1947, the Senate 
joined the House in overriding Presi-
dent Truman’s veto of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act, designed to limit the power 
of organized labor.
On June 24, 1509, Henry VIII was 
crowned king of England.
On June 25, 1962, the Supreme 
Court, in Engel v. Vitale, ruled that 
recital of a state-sponsored prayer 
in New York State public schools 
was unconstitutional.
On June 26, 1963, President Ken-
nedy visited West Berlin, where he 
made his famous declaration: “Ich 
bin ein Berliner” (I am a Berliner).

On June 27, 1969, police raided 
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New 
York’s Greenwich Village; patrons 
fought back in clashes considered 
the birth of the gay rights move-
ment.

On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria and his wife, 
Sophie, were assassinated in Sara-
jevo by a Serb nationalist — the 
event that triggered World War I.

On June 29, 1972, the Supreme 
Court, in Furman v. Georgia, ruled 
the death penalty, as it was being 
meted out, could constitute “cruel 
and unusual punishment.” 


